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The Congress is missing from this list because its formal endorsement is not practical, either to seek or to obtain. At the same time, congressional awareness of the existence of the Forum and confidence in its functioning will have a critical bearing on the value of this new instrument.
RELATIONSHIP TO THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
The National Academy of Sciences did not seek a key role in the creation of the Forum.  This Committee, after extensive consultations among researchers/ university administrators, and government people, concluded that the NAS was by a long margin the most widely acceptable locus for the Forum. It was on this basis that the'President of the NAS agreed that a proposal for sponsorship be placed before the NAS Council.  The Forum's charter has been formally approved by this Council.
The charter provides for governance of the Forum by the core group with the oversight of the President and Council of the National Academy of Sciences.  The NAS will act as the host of Forum meetings, but the Forum will differ in an important respect from the committees of the National Research Council, which is governed by the Academy complex.  It will not be making studies that result in policy recommendations.  This will spare it the necessity for multiple clearances and will protect the NAS from too close involvement with the issues taken up by the Forum.
Lest this measure of independence arouse concern within the NAS, one should note that the Forum will not be able to function without the goodwill of its institutional host (or for that matter, the goodwill of its endorsers) . Moreover, in the charter the NAS Council reserves the right to review any reports of the Forum. The protection against its becoming a runaway organization is complete. The Forum will report periodically to the National Academy of Sciences and to its endorsers.
It will be particularly important, as indicated earlier, to ensure that the Forum does not become a special advocate for universities, since the NAS cannot be in such a position.
The NAS has agreed to shoulder the initial burden of securing funding for the Forum.  Endorsers will be asked, although not required, to make contributions as a symbol of their commitment to the venture.